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Take up the full armor of God,
that you may be able to resist in
the evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. Stand
firm therefore ...

Ephesians 6:13-14
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Before you begin any study of the Word of God, take
a few moments to make sure that you are in fellowship
with God, filled with the Holy Spirit. Comprehension,
like everything else in the Christian life, is a gift that can
be appropriated only by faith. The Bible clearly lays out
three requirements that must be met before we can
expect to understand God's Word. All three require
nothing from us but faith.

We must be believers in Jesus Christ (John 3:16).
It is impossible for unbelievers to
understand the Word of God (1 Cor.
2:14). Jesus declared to the leading
religious leader of His day that apart
from spiritual birth man is blind to the
things of God. "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit ... You must be born
again” (John 3:6).
We must be filled with the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:12).
Only the Spirit of God knows the thoughts of
God. As believers we are indwelt by the Holy
Spirit, but when we sin, we break fellowship
with God and cease to function in the power of
the Spirit. When we confess our sins, God is
always faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1
John 1:9). The moment we confess, we are
restored to fellowship and are again under the
control of the Holy Spirit and, therefore, able
to learn.
We must approach in faith (Heb. 11:6).
Only when we approach in humility, with
child-like faith, will the Word of God make
sense to us (Matt. 18:4; Heb. 11:3). Where we
find Scripture at odds with our ideas or our
desires, we must submit to the authority of the
Word. Intimacy, understanding, and power are
reserved for those who are willing to do God's
will (John 7:17).

R N

-,

o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T T e T T e e e e e e e e e e e e e T e T T T e T e e e et e e e e

-

B



Preface

II.

II1.

Iv.

VL

VII.

VIIL

IX.

X.

XI.

XIIL

XIII.

XIV.

CONTENTS

Operations........covevieieieieiiicieeec 1
Recruitment.........cccoievieeiniinininicniiccnecceeceeeee 10
DAL oottt 17
ComMMANAS ....coveieieiiiiieeeereeeeeeee e 24
The GarriSOn .....c..cceceeerererenenenenceeeeee e 38
Formation of a Team........ccccoveeieenieenieicnicinicinciencnee 48
Combat Briefing ..........cccocovueviiiiiiccciiicccees 62
SEANA ..o 80
Strategy .....cccoveviiiiiiiiii 91
The Advance Scout ........ccceevevineneniiceeinenerenereeee 105
Pressing the Advance ...........cccooeeeecccccccc 117
HeT0€sS ....cviiiiiiiiiiiiiicititccrc e 127
VICEOTY oot 133
The War’'s ENd .....ccooveirinininiiiccceeeeeeeseceeenee 140

Scripture INAeX ......ccoveiiiviiiiiiciccc e 146



PREFACE

// he elite warriors of the ancient Roman Empire were called the

II Triarii. When these battle-hardened soldiers engaged the
enemy, each man knew to do one thing: Take one square yard

of ground, clear it, advance; take one square yard of ground, clear it,

advance. The Triarii never retreated; they held their ground until
victory or death.

The battle cry of the Triarii, Stete, “Stand firm!” was adopted by
the Apostle Paul to encourage Christians to steadfast devotion to the
cause of the Lord Jesus Christ. Itis a cry that needs repeating today.

Every one of us lives in a war zone. All around us an invisible
war rages—the angelic conflict, the struggle between truth and lies,
between right and wrong, between the Lord Jesus Christ and the
fallen realm. The moment we place our trust in Christ and receive
eternal salvation, we enter not only the royal family of God, but also
the royal army of God; we become a combatant in this battle of the
ages.

We cannot choose whether or not we will be engaged in the
conflict: The war wages regardless of how we feel about it. We can,
however, choose whether we will be casualties or effective
combatants. God’s desire is that every believer becomes a hero of
faith. But heroics are costly, and God will force no one to excel.
Preparation, training, and vigilance —these are matters of choice.

This book is a study of Christian combat, a manual for the
soldier of faith. In it we will follow the Apostle Paul’s development
of Christian warfare through the use of military terminology in his
letters.

In military life, the soldier moves step-by-step to his objective.
He moves from recruitment through basic training, preparation, and
equipping for combat. He experiences the first taste of conflict and
learns to press on in the field of battle. His courage, developed in
the mud and muck of war, enables him to stand firm against the



enemy and to win battlefield victories. And when the war is over,
he returns home wearing decorations he has earned for valor in the
conflict.

Paul would have us understand that in the Christian life,
movement from induction to decoration must come step-by-step,
point-by-point. As believers in Jesus Christ, we must follow God’s
training program. It is a difficult program; it calls for self-sacrifice,
perseverance, and endurance. It also takes time, but God gives each
of us an allotment of time—exactly the right amount we need to
finish the race He has set before us. There are no extra minutes in
His allotment. Each moment must be redeemed or it is lost forever.

Our time in this generation is running out. I believe we are on
the threshold of the Rapture of the Church. We do not have any
idea how many days we have left, but we know one thing: However
many there are, they are just enough and that’s all. We have no time
to waste. Each of us has just enough days, if we redeem them, to
accomplish the task for which we are here. That task is to lift up the
Person of Jesus Christ, to show the world through our lives, the
grace, the honor, the courage, the stability, the commitment, and the
love of the King of kings and Lord of lords —our awesome God.

G.C






I. OPERATIONS
Philippians 1:1-14

of the believer as warrior and soldier of faith. Paul used

military terminology in almost all his letters, but in none so
much as in the Philippian Epistle.

Why would Paul so stress the military perspective in writing to

T he Apostle Paul’s favorite analogy of the Christian life was that

these people? The reason has to do with the history and population
of the city of Philippi. Named for Philip of Macedon, the father of
Alexander the Great, Philippi was built at a strategic point between
Europe and Asia. From the very beginning it was a military outpost.

Philippi was made a Roman colony and eventually became a
retirement center for Roman military personnel. Because of this,
when the Apostle Paul came to the city and began to win people to
Christ, he found people who understood order, authority, and
discipline—people who were willing to endure hardship and to put
their lives on the line for a cause.

The Philippian church became one of the greatest churches of
the First Century in large part because these believers recognized
that Paul was a four-star general in the spiritual conflict, and they
were willing to follow his instructions.

In Philippians 1:1-14, Paul sketches out five aspects of military
operations that apply to Christian warfare: organization,
communication, logistics, plan of attack, and strategy.

ORGANIZATION

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the
saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the
overseers and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Phil. 1:1-2

In order to function, any organization must have three things: a
system of authority, clearly defined policies, and an objective.
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Authority

The first thing a believer must understand if he is to be effective
in the plan of God is authority. What is it? Where does it come
from? From whom does the believer receive his orders? How is he
to know what his duties are? In Paul’s first words to the Philippians,
we see three aspects of authority.

Authority requires humility. Paul’s Hebrew name was Saulos,
his family name Paulos, and his tribal name Benjamitis. Saulos means
“mighty.” Saulos Paulos Benjamitis became mighty in the human

realm, advancing beyond his contemporaries in the faith of Judaism
(Gal. 1:14). But after he met Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus,
Paul realized he was not as big as he had thought. In time, he began
using his family name Paulos, which means “little or small.”

Authority means service. Paul begins by pointing not to his
authority, but to his submission to authority. He says not “Paul the
apostle,” but “Paul the bond-servant.” The word used here is doulos,
which means “born into slavery.” Paul became a slave of the Lord
Jesus Christ by regeneration. Now he belongs to the Savior of the
world and his job is to do the work of his Master.

Authority means responsibility. Those in authority must work
harder and their task is more difficult because they are responsible
for the people under them. Paul addresses this to the “saints,” from

7

hagios, the root of three key New Testament words: “saint,”
“sanctified,” and “holy.” Believers are not always holy in their
practice, but they are always holy in their position in Christ.

Paul also includes in his greeting the overseers, who are the
pastors of local churches, and the deacons, administrators with
responsibility for different areas of service.

From a study of the New Testament, we can draw an
organizational chart for the church of Paul’s day and for today. Paul
as an apostle was in authority. Apostles received direct revelation
from Jesus Christ, so their authority was based on the spoken Word
of God. When the Canon of Scripture was completed around A.D.
100, the office of apostle ended and the written Word became the
ultimate authority. Next in rank is the pastor, then deacons, and
then the saints or members of the congregation.



OPERATIONS 3

Policy

God'’s policy is always and only grace. Grace means everything
God is able to do for you because Jesus died on the cross. Unless
you understand that, you will never amount to anything in the
Christian life because only grace gives honor to God. Anything
else—any system of works—is an attempt to take from God the
honor that belongs to Him alone.

The way God deals with you at the moment you receive Jesus
Christ as Savior is the way God deals with you the rest of your life.
You are saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). You are told to
walk in Him in the same way that you received Him (Col. 2:6). How
can you fulfill your ministry? One way: grace. Depend on God to
supply, to lead, to produce results. The policy is that God supplies
everything.

Objective

When you align yourself with grace and simply receive what
God has to offer instead of trying to give to Him, you will have
something amazing in your life: peace—reconciliation with God.
This is the objective.

The word eirene means “reconciliation, peace, prosperity.” Paul
introduced his letters with “grace and peace” and never with “peace
and grace” because only grace produces reconciliation with God
(Rom. 5:1). Peace in your life and spiritual prosperity are based on
your reconciliation to God by grace through faith. Every time Paul
wrote the phrase “grace and peace,” he was summarizing the entire
plan of God.

COMMUNICATION

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always
offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in
view of your participation in the gospel from the first day
until now. Phil. 1:3-4
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In wartime, communication is a life-and-death matter. Orders from
the commander and requests from the field must be heard and
understood.

Three areas of spiritual combat communication are highlighted

here: prayer—illustrated by Paul’s prayer support of these believers;

guidance—illustrated by the Philippian church’s financial support
and encouragement to Paul; and the Word of God —illustrated by
Paul’s teaching ministry.

1.

Prayer. How are you going to communicate with the
Lord? How are you going to communicate your needs and
the needs of other people? Through prayer. Simple, clear,
direct prayer. Paul begins his prayer for the Philippians
with thanksgiving—eucharisto, a word that means “to
acknowledge how good grace is.”

Guidance. God wants you to understand His will much
more than you want to. He wants you to be in the right
place, doing the right thing, making the right decisions.
But guidance requires that you be filled with the Holy
Spirit and that you have the Word of God in your soul.
The Philippians understood guidance and so were able to
participate in Paul’s work. Paul makes it very clear in
Philippians 4:13-19 that whenever he was in need, a gift
came from the Philippians, no matter where he was. How
is it that their gift always came right when Paul needed it
most? They were being guided (by God the Holy Spirit) in
their giving.

The Word of God. The Bible is the greatest
communication manual the world has ever known. But to
be effective in your life, the Word must be met with faith.
Biblically, faith is defined three ways: Reception of the
Word, trust in the Word, and application of the Word.
First you receive the Word; then you believe it; and then —
this is the tough one—you act on it.
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LOGISTICS

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all,
because 1 have you in my heart, since both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. Phil. 1:6, 7

Logistics is the military science of procuring, maintaining, and
transporting materiel and personnel. Every army that ever marched
had to have open supply lines. How does God supply His children
with what they need to face the conflict?

Paul covers the principle of provision beginning in the last part
of verse 5 when he talks about the Philippian believers” participation
in the Gospel. The word koinonia means “participation or
involvement,” but it can also be translated “fellowship.” The
Philippians could not just be spectators; they had to be involved.
Fellowship with God demands involvement in God’s work.
Fellowship with believers demands involvement in a local church.
The sense of belonging that we all crave, the feeling of being part of
a team, only comes from being actively involved with other believers
in God’s work.

Paul had needs; he could not go out and work for his living; he
could not provide for himself. Paul was in Rome. The Philippians
were in Asia Minor. But Paul had one thing he was sure of —the
supply line would stay open. Because of the Philippians’
faithfulness in the past, Paul knew that they would continue to
participate in his work, and he was confident that God would finish
what He had started in their lives. This is a marvelous confidence
that he could not have in many other people.

In verse 7, he says it is only right for him to feel this way
because he has them in his heart. This is one of the most interesting
phrases in the Bible because it can be read two ways: “I, Paul, have
you in my heart” or “You, Philippians, have me in your heart.” Both
are accurate translations from the Greek.
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Because the Apostle Paul had them in his heart, he prayed for
them and they gave to him. Therefore, the bridges were kept open
so that the supply could continue to come through. Because the
supply continued, the Philippians became partakers of grace with
Paul.

When God sends supplies, He does not want the rations
stockpiled. He wants them distributed to meet the needs of the
troops. God wanted Paul to be able to do his job, but He always
works through people. He wanted to find a supply line that was
open. He found poor believers in Philippi who were willing to be
channels. And when God found a pipeline that did not get clogged,
He sent all the supply through it!

The word translated “partakers” is koinonia again, but this time it
is used with a preposition that means “to do something together.”
Paul is saying, “God supplies me but in doing it He supplies you
because you are open to the supply line system.”

PLAN OF ATTACK

For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. And this I pray, that your love may
abound still more and more in real knowledge and all
discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of
Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness
which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God. Phil. 1:8-11

Every soldier ought to have a desire to do damage to the enemy.
How will you as a Christian go on the attack? If you want to
frustrate and damage your enemy, take in and be positive to the
Word of God. That is the foundation of everything involved in the
attack.

Paul begins to speak of the assault in verses 8-11. He first
recognizes a fundamental principle of conflict: You will have very
little time to spend with those you care about. Under combat
situations you develop the greatest, most lasting friendships you
will ever have because you are welded together in the fires of
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adversity. Paul had this kind of friends in Philippi and he longed for
them “with the affection of Christ.”

“Affection” here means “the capacity to appreciate.” Paul is
saying, “Jesus Christ appreciates you, Philippians, and I appreciate
you as much as He does. Ilong for you and have a desire to be with
you, but I can’t because you must stand on your battlefront and I on

mine.”

In verses 9-11, he makes three requests that will indicate how
they will carry out the assault:

1.

“That your love may abound still more and more.” What
would be the foremost love Paul is talking about? Love
for Jesus Christ. How are you going to manifest love for
Jesus? In knowledge and discernment. The word epignosis
means  “full  knowledge, applied knowledge.”
“Discernment” is “understanding, the result of having
learned and applied.” Paul says you need to learn and
apply more. Don’t give up. Keep studying. Keep
advancing.

“That you may approve the things that are excellent.
“Approve” means “to test and prove.” The word translated
“excellent” refers to “that which carries through.” Paul is
saying that when you study the Word of God you will

”

come to the point where you are able to test and prove
what works. You want to advance; you want to carry the
assault forward. How able are you to find out what
works, what will carry you through the obstacles to the
goal?

“In order to be sincere and blameless.” “Sincere” means “to be
judged by the light.” If you can, through your life, prove
and test what works, you will stand in the light of the
glory and be judged with honor. What will the light
display? That you are “blameless until the day of Christ.”
The word “blameless” carries the idea that no obstacle held
you back, no sin could make you give up. You kept on
pressing forward. You were unstoppable! This is the goal.

Paul wants these people to press the attack, something they can
do only as they are filled with the Holy Spirit.
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STRATEGY

Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances
have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that
my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well
known, throughout the whole praetorian guard and to
everyone else and that most of the brethren, trusting in the
Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to
speak the Word of God without fear. Phil. 1:12-14

In combat, you must be able to evaluate your environment and turn
it to your advantage. Your plan—your strategy for victory —must be
tailored to the conditions under which you fight.

Paul evaluated his environment. He had disobeyed repeated
orders from God and gone to Jerusalem (Acts 21). The discipline
God imposed on him was four years in a Roman prison. Now,
chained to a Roman soldier in what people might call the least
conducive environment for service, Paul recognized the principle of
Romans 8:28, that “God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love Him.” TPaul knew God had not lost control; he knew
Christ was still on the throne; therefore he knew he was where he
was for a reason.

Paul’s strategy is revealed in Philippians 1:14. His plan was
that his example of valor on the battlefield would stimulate other
believers, and it worked. In the face of persecution, believers in
Rome said, “Wait, Paul is unafraid. We can take courage; we can be
bold.”

But Paul’s strategy was even more far-reaching. The Praetorian
guards to whom Paul was chained were among the most highly
respected warriors in the Roman Empire. There were 10,000
members of the Praetorian Guard in Rome. These men had been
handpicked from among the Triarii, Rome’s toughest combat
veterans.

When the soldiers were chained to Paul’s wrist, Rome thought,
“We've got you, Paul.” But Paul said, “No, I've got you!” He
witnessed night and day to these men and won a multitude to
Christ.
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The influence of these men in the generation following the
Apostle Paul was so great that the time of the Antonine Caesars
from A.D. 90-190 is considered by many historians to be the greatest
time of freedom and liberty in world history. This was the time of
Pax Romana, the “peace of Rome.” But the Pax Romana did not
happen by accident. It happened because of Christianity in the first
century and because of one man—chained in a Roman cell, supplied
by a band of believers in Philippi who knew that God is able, in spite
of circumstances—to change the course of history.



II. RECRUITMENT
2 Timothy 2:1-6

recruit in the army of God. But a recruit without training is

of no use on the battlefield. The recruit must understand his

purpose; he must understand himself and his limitations; he must
understand his enemy.

In 2 Timothy chapter 2, Paul sends instructions to a young man

E very person who believes in Jesus Christ has become a new
LA\

he had recruited on his second missionary journey. From Acts 16 we
know that Timothy was raised amidst conflict. He was born in the
area of Lystra, where Paul had faced tremendous opposition on his
first missionary journey. Timothy must have seen battles of another
sort at home in the struggle between the faith of his Jewish mother
and grandmother, and the unbelief of his Greek father.

People saw Timothy’s motivation and commitment and spoke
well of the young man (Acts 16:2). Paul had been looking for
someone to train and when he heard about and saw Timothy, he
knew he had found his man. The Greek in Acts 16:3 says that,
emphatically, this is the man Paul had been looking for. So Paul
took him. The verb translated “took” means “to seize.” Paul
probably marched up to Timothy’s mother and said, “Lois, kiss your
son goodbye. He’s coming with me.” And he took him.

Acts 16:4-5 tells us that Paul, Silas, and Timothy passed through
a number of cities, delivering the apostolic letter of Acts 15:23-29
and encouraging the young churches on their route.

THE POWER SOURCE

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ

Jesus. 2 Tim. 2:1
Paul calls Timothy his “son.” The word teknon has a different
meaning depending on whether it is applied to the son of a woman
or the son of a man. For the son of a woman, teknon means “birth.”
But when it is used for the son of a man, it implies “training.” In the
ancient world, while the mother bore the child, the father was
responsible for the child’s instruction and training.
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“Be strong” here is endunamis. Dunamis means “power, ability;”
en means “within.” This is inner power, inner strength. The verb is
a present middle imperative. The present tense tells Timothy to
keep on being strengthened. The middle voice, which is something
we don’t have in English, is reflexive. It tells the person being
spoken to that he must produce the action of the verb, but that this
action will be to his benefit. As an imperative, this is a command
from Timothy’s spiritual father, Paul. Under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, Paul is saying, “Timothy, you must keep on being
strengthened. You must keep on disciplining yourself as a student.
You must keep on in the principles of academic discipline that I
instilled in you while you were under my instruction.”

Paul wanted Timothy to be powerful in the faith. But he knew
that to achieve that, Timothy had to understand the need for self-
discipline in the area of study. So Paul tells him to keep on being
strengthened within in the sphere of grace. From references to
Timothy throughout Paul’s writings, we know that Timothy had
problems with timidity, that he had difficulty asserting authority
and leadership. In 2 Timothy 1:7, Paul reminded him that “God has
not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.”
Again and again Paul emphasized to this young recruit the power of
God that was available to him. Timothy had hang-ups; he had
problems. But Paul wanted him to know that God’s grace can
overcome all personal limitation.

Because we are born into a fallen realm, because we are born
with a sin nature, we all have flaws and shortcomings. All of us are
born broken. We come into the world cracked, flawed, insufficient.
But the grace of God is our glue; salvation and spiritual growth
mend our cracks and fill our deficiencies.

God wants His children to grow up. He wants them to move
from the point of salvation through spiritual infancy, through the
difficult stage of adolescence to the point of spiritual maturity. In
order for us to achieve this, God gives us His power. Christians give
all kinds of excuses for why they can’t do the things God wants
them to do, but none of the excuses are valid. Grace will fill every
deficiency in our lives if we will let it.
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This is why Paul challenges his student Timothy to keep on
growing, to keep on being strong in the sphere of grace. Grace
means that God supplies everything, and this grace is “in Christ
Jesus.”

What does it mean to be “in Christ”? At the moment of your
salvation, the Holy Spirit placed you into eternal union with Jesus
Christ. Positionally, this means two things:

First, since you have been united with Christ in His death, the
power of sin has been broken in your life. Jesus Christ paid the
penalty for every sin ever committed. When you are identified with
Him in His death, Romans 8:1 becomes true of your life: There is no
condemnation for you because you are in Christ. Sin can no longer
master you because you are under grace and not under law (Rom.
6:14).

Second, since you were identified with Christ in His
resurrection and are united with Him now at His throne, you can
walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). God has transferred you to the
kingdom of His beloved Son (Col. 1:13); you have been raised up
with Christ (Col. 3:1); you have died and your new life is hidden
with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).

Positional truth becomes a practical reality only when you
know it and apply it. You have to act on it. You have to live by
faith—to live as if what you know to be true really is true. Timothy
was living by faith.

TRAINING

And the things which you have heard from me in the presence
of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be
able to teach others also. 2 Tim. 2:2

Paul now shifts to an analogy of the businessman, specifically the
banker. Timothy had been taught many things (many truths and
doctrines) as he traveled with Paul and Silas. “Entrust” is from a
Greek word that means “to place on deposit for safekeeping.” The
same word is used by Paul in 2 Timothy 1:12 to explain that he had
placed his soul in safekeeping with the Lord.



RECRUITMENT 13

He used the word again in 2 Timothy 1:14 when he told
Timothy to “guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure
which has been entrusted to you.” Paul had entrusted his teaching —the
spiritual riches of his wisdom and understanding—to his spiritual
son Timothy.

The only way to keep truth safe is to deposit it in someone else’s
life. Paul says that these truths must be entrusted, deposited in the
safekeeping of faithful men “who will be able to teach others.” “Able to
teach” means “capable, qualified, sufficient.” It indicates that there
are people who, like Paul and Timothy, have a teaching gift. Having
mastered the discipline of the student, Timothy must now master
the discipline of the teacher. Paul is asking him to deposit the
treasures he learned into the lives of others.

COMBAT

Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
2 Tim. 2:3

A soldier is designed for combat; combat demands extreme self-
discipline. The way of growth is not easy —it is not designed to be
easy. It is designed to demand a great deal of discipline and
concentration. It demanded a lot from Timothy. But Paul knows
that if Timothy is serious about advancing, he must prepare; if he is
preparing, he has to know why. Paul tells Timothy why —because
he is going to face the enemy.

“Suffer hardship” is a triple compound word, sunkakopatheo.
Patheo is our word “pathos.” It means “to suffer.” Sun means
“together.” “Kako” is from kakos and means “evil, hardship, pain.”
Evil is Satan’s policy for attacking the army of God. Timothy had to
recognize that he had been recruited for this. He had to understand
that Paul was about to depart in victory (2 Tim. 4:6-8), and he was
determined to leave a heritage behind in the life of Timothy. Paul
was about to go down in martyrdom; someone would have to pick
up the colors for the next generation. Who would do it if Timothy
did not?
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Paul had given Timothy an example to follow. Before he was
recruited, Timothy saw Paul display tremendous spiritual heroics by
returning to Lystra where he had been stoned and left for dead (Acts
14:19-20). In spite of this attempt on his life, Paul realized that there
were people there who were hungry for the Gospel. Because he had
the courage to go back to the city of his assailants, because he was
committed to the cause of Christ, even possibly at the cost of his own
life, he found something in Lystra. He found Timothy, the man he
would groom and train to carry the truth to the next generation.

MOTIVATION

No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of
everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him
as a soldier. 2 Tim. 2:4

Being a soldier demands hardship. What could possibly motivate
the soldier to endure the rigors of boot camp and military life.

Verse 4 tells us. The “soldier in active service” simply refers to
one who is serving in a military campaign. A campaign is tough,
and the soldier who intends to stand cannot afford to entangle
himself in the distractions of civilian life. You cannot be a soldier
and a civilian at the same time. You have to be one or the other.
You cannot live the Christian way of life and be involved in cosmic
activity at the same time. You have to choose one or the other.

Paul is saying this: At any point of time you are either in
fellowship or out of fellowship; you are either in the battle or out of
the battle; you are either with the cause of Christ or an enemy of the
cause of Christ.

No soldier has time for the occupations of the civilian. Why?
The military dictates every moment of the soldier’s life. The soldier
must be here at a certain time; he must be there at a certain time. He
is told when to go, when to stay, what to do, and how to do it. He is
expected to do what he is told, and he does. That is—or should be—
the Christian life for the individual believer under the leadership of
the Holy Spirit.
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No soldier involved in a campaign entangles himself in the
activities or the occupations of a civilian. Why? “So that he may
please the one who enlisted him.” “That he may please” is a contingency.
The subjunctive mood indicates that this is based on personal
response. You make your own free-will decision to please God, to
commit yourself to the service He has enlisted you for. The word
“enlist” is stratologeo; it actually means “to call into service.”

In the ancient world, if a man wanted to be a commander, he
went out and signed up however many people he could. If he
signed up 50, if he signed up 100 —those were his troops. He was
the commander and he led the men he recruited into battle. The
man who wanted to be a commander had to be the kind of man
people could trust or else no one would volunteer to follow him.

Jesus Christ is signing up troops for His army, and He
challenges you to follow Him. One of the highest motivations you
could have in life is to please the One who enlisted you, to have the
Lord Jesus Christ tell you that you did well in combat, you
succeeded, you were victorious.

REWARD

And also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the
prize unless he competes according to the rules. The hard
working farmer ought to be the first to receive his share of the
crops. 2 Tim. 2:5-6

Here, with the analogies of the athlete and the farmer, Paul
introduces another motivation for involvement. The athlete runs.
Why? He wants to win the prize. He is motivated. The farmer
works. Why? Why would he sweat day after day in the sun? To be
the first to share the crop. He is motivated.

God knows that you need motivation and He has provided it.
Why should you as a believer be motivated to get involved in the
royal army of God? For reward! The exhortation to “endure
hardship” in 2 Timothy 2:3 is setting up an announcement of
battlefield decorations. Then in verses 11-13, a portion of an early
Christian hymn, lists four conditions and four results:
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“If we died with Him, we shall also live with Him.” In other
words, if you are united with Christ, you have salvation
and eternal life.

“If we endure, we shall also reign with Him.” “Endure” here is
the same as “suffer hardship” from verse 3. This means that
you are faithful, loyal, willing to take the training, the

adversity, the rigors of military life. In your endurance,
you will reign with Him. This is something beyond
salvation and eternal life; it is rank and authority in
eternity; it is eternal reward.

“If we deny Him, He will also deny us.” This is not loss of
salvation, but defeat in the Christian way of life. It is
denial of Jesus Christ by your practice, by your existence.
If you deny Him in your life, He will deny you reward
before the Judgment Seat of Christ. (See Chapter XIV.)

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny
Himself.” This indicates security. Paul writes this to
remind you that though you can lose reward, you can
never lose your salvation.




III. DRILL
Philippians 3:12-18

 he first military discipline a new recruit learns is how to
II march. In Philippians 3:16 Paul uses another military term
that the Philippian believers would certainly have
understood. Stoicheo was used by the Roman army for the precision
marching that took a body of soldiers from place to place. The new
recruit had to learn to follow the voice of the one calling cadence and
to move in unison with other soldiers. The recruit did not, of course,
know where he was going. But he listened to the call of someone
who did know where the troops needed to be and how to get them
there in the fastest and most efficient way.

The new Christian, like the new soldier, has no idea where he is
going in life or how to get there. But God provides pastor-teachers
who do understand the goals and objectives God has for every one
of His children. The believer’s first task is to listen to instruction and
learn to march.

OBJECTIVE

Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become
perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for
which also 1 was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do
not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil. 3:12-14

When Paul became a believer in Jesus Christ, human success lost its
appeal. He counted all things loss because he found Jesus Christ
(Phil. 3:8-9). But Paul did not want to sit at the foot of the cross the
rest of his days; he wanted to move from the point of his salvation to
what he calls in verses 13 and 14 “the goal.”

Christianity is goal oriented. Paul says he presses on “toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call,” the purpose of God for his life.
Paul knew there was a reason for his existence, that he had a
destiny—a call from God—and he wanted to lay hold of it. He knew
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that if he attained the goal, he would receive the prize. He knew
that God has laid up eternal reward for every Christian who fulfills
the plan of God for his life.

Central to God’s plan is a growth process designed to take
every believer from the point of spiritual birth to maturity and
beyond. The Word describes five stages of spiritual growth. In
Romans 1:17, the Apostle Paul says that believers go “from faith to
faith.”  There are five Hebrew words for faith found in the Old
Testament and they parallel five stages of growth.

The Babe

Peter told his readers in 1 Peter 2:2 that they should, like
newborn babes, desire the milk of the Word. Babies cannot (and are
not expected to) do much except eat, sleep, and cry. They cannot
take care of themselves. All believers enter the family of God as
infants when they exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. From the
point of salvation, God’s plan is always upward. With time and the
nourishment of the Word of God, the young believer will grow out
of infancy.

Amen means to lean on for support. In Genesis 15:6, Abraham
“believed” the Lord and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.
This is his saving faith. What a perfect analogy for the babe, who is
totally helpless and must depend on his parents for everything.

The Adolescent

Passages like 1 John 2:13-14 describe the adolescent believer as
the “young” and “strong.” These are believers who have grown to
the point where they understand some principles of truth and are
beginning to apply them to life. But like most adolescents they have
the growing pains of arrogance and rebellion against authority; they
are sometimes too eager to act on their own, and this gets them into
trouble.

Batach is a wrestling term that means “to body slam your
opponent to the mat.” It is usually translated “trust,” as in Psalms
37:3 and 55:23. First Peter 5:7 is an illustration of batach: Cast all your
cares on the Lord. The believer with batach faith is the adolescent
who is entering that wrestling phase where he learns to live his own
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life, to make his own decisions, to trust in the Lord instead of other
people for the solutions to his problems.

The Mature

The mature believer is the person who has a reservoir of the
Word of God in his soul. Hebrews 5:14 and 6:1 tell us that the
mature believer is able to take in meat—the advanced doctrine of the
Word. He is trained, disciplined. He exercises himself and builds
spiritual muscle in life. A Christian who has arrived at spiritual
maturity knows enough about the Bible to take responsibility for his
own life. He is not ready to take on everyone else’s problems, but he
can take control of his own life. He understands that God has a plan
for his life, and he becomes occupied with fulfilling that plan.

Chasah means “to find refuge.” It pictures a rabbit fleeing from
a wolf into the cleft of a rock. Psalm 57:1, written while David was
hiding from Saul in the cave of Adullam, speaks of this kind of faith,
which parallels the trust of maturity. In maturity, the believer has
confidence because he is learning to rest in the Lord, to relax. He
does not fall apart every time pressure hits because he knows that
the Lord is the Rock of his salvation.

The Hero of Faith

All of Hebrews 11 speaks of men and women who were mighty
in faith. The heroes of faith are the ones who have gone beyond
maturity and have learned to stand firm in the face of conflict. These
people still fall, but they always stand back up. They advance
beyond simply taking responsibility for their own lives to becoming
responsible for the lives of other people. They are there to pick up
their fallen comrades, to treat their wounds, to encourage them, and
to supply their needs.

Yachal means “to apply healing to a wound.” If you are ever
going to enter into hero-of-faith status, you will have to find in faith
the healing for the wounds you will suffer in battle—the wounds
inflicted by things, by people, by circumstances. The cure is always
faith, and it comes only from the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). In
Lamentations 3:21, the prophet Jeremiah found healing in a time of
terrible pain and suffering.
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The Friend of God

The highest of all attainments in the Christian life is to become a
friend of God, illustrated by Abraham and Rahab in James 2:23-25.
Very few Christians progress this far in the spiritual life, but every
believer has the potential and the assets necessary to move from
spiritual infancy to friend-of-God status.

Qawah is the strongest Hebrew word for faith. The word means
“to weave together many small strands into an unbreakable rope.”
This is the faith of Isaiah 40:31 —the endurance, persistence, tenacity
of the believer who consistently weaves promises, principles, and
doctrines together —and never quits. This is the faith of the friend of
God.

To be a friend of God is the greatest possible achievement in
this life. There will be nothing to compare with the joy of standing
before the throne of Jesus Christ in eternity, with all of the
multitudes of those who are saved throughout all ages, and being
identified with those very few who kept perspective in life and who
pressed on continually for all that God had for them!

ATTITUDE

Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude;
and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will
reveal that also to you, however, let us keep living by that
same standard to which we have attained. Phil. 3:15-16

Spiritual maturity begins with an attitude. The word “perfect” in
verse 15 comes from teleios and means “to be accomplished,
advanced, developed, mature.”  “Attitude,” phroneo, means “a
system of thinking.” Phroneo is a present subjective, which means “a
present potential thought pattern.” This is something that you can
choose to live by or to reject.

Paul is urging those in the Philippian church who have reached
maturity to think by a particular standard. He presents four

challenges to the mature believers:
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1. Do not think you have “arrived.” Paul tells the Philippians
that even he does not regard himself as having reached the
goal. This great believer took the attitude that he still had a
long way to go.

2. Be single minded. Paul is saying, “I am not at the pinnacle

of success in the spiritual realm, but I have reduced life
down to one thing, and I will make everything else
subordinate to the cause of pleasing Jesus Christ and
fulfilling the plan of God for my life.”

3. Live in the present tense. Paul says he forgot what was
behind and he pressed on to what was ahead. This does not

mean that the past has no value and meaning. It does not
mean that you don’t look forward to what is ahead. But you
press on—now. Focus on today!

4. Press the spiritual advance. The word translated “press on”
was used in two ways in the ancient world. It was used for
the runner in the athletic competition who came to the last
hundred yards and entered his final sprint. He pressed on,
exerting all his energy toward the one goal of crossing the
line and breaking the tape. It was also used for those in
military service who saw the enemy ahead and pressed the
advance—they attacked. Believers should be on the
offensive.

Once the believer has the attitude, he must have the application.
Knowledge and learning demand production. “Let us keep living” is
from the word stoicheo, “to march in ranks.” Marching is the most
basic discipline that a new recruit must learn because it teaches him
to do things under command, under authority, to get from point A
to point B with a group of people in the shortest possible time.

That is exactly what we are supposed to be doing in the local
church. We are going from point A to point B and moving a mass of
people, but we have to do it in the shortest possible time. How in
the world will it ever be done? We must all learn to march. Paul
therefore is saying, “Let us march, let us advance by that standard
which we have attained.”
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Paul is telling these believers to look at where they are and how
they got there and draw some conclusions for the future. Are you a
baby believer? How did you become a babe? Someone gave you the
Gospel and you believed and entered the family of God. In
Colossians 2:6 we are told to walk in Christ in the same way that we
were born. How did you become a babe? By grace. So, walk in
grace.

Are you an adolescent? How did you advance from being a
babe to an adolescent? There is only one way. Ephesians 4:11-16
clearly spells it out: You grew because somebody taught you. You
grew in grace and in the knowledge of Christ (2 Pet. 3:18). So,
continue in grace.

Are you mature? How did you get to maturity? You took in
advanced doctrine (Heb. 5:14). Because someone took the time to
give you that advanced information and you used it in life, you had
your senses trained through exercise and practical application to
discern good and evil. You became a mature believer by grace.
Keep on pressing forward in grace.

Philippians 3:16 is simply telling you to keep marching in step
according to that which you have attained. Stay in the ranks.
Don’t get out of step now just because you have grown. Don’t be
that foolish (Gal. 3:3)!

PATTERN

Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those
who walk according to the pattern you have in us. For many
walk of whom I often told you, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ.

Phil. 3:17-18

To “join in following my example” literally means “become mimics of
me.” In 1 Corinthians 11:1, Paul was able to say, “be an imitator of
me, as [ am of Christ.” Here again is the idea of being in a row, in
ranks. Jesus Christ led the way, Paul followed Christ; the Philippians
followed Paul. Where are you? Are you in that line? Are you still
marching? You have to march before you can fight.
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If you think that you do not need the local church, that you do
not need Bible instruction, you are not in the ranks. You are a
revolutionary, and you will never seize and hold the high ground.
Alone, you will never become a hero in the faith because God does
everything He does in the Church—the Body of Christ.

Paul tells the Philippians to look at and focus on those who
walk according to the pattern that they have in him. He uses a
different word for walking here than he did in verse 16. This is
peripateo. Pateo means “to walk,” peri means “around.” This word is
not used for marching; it is used to describe people walking
individually.

Paul says there are people who, in their individual lives, walk
according to the pattern that he and the other apostles had given.
But verse 18 says there are many who walk according to another
pattern. Paul had warned the Ephesians that, after he left, savage
wolves would come in among them. Even from among their own
ranks, men would arise, speaking perverse things to draw the
disciples away from truth, to follow them. These would be men
who wanted a following, but who were not in step with Christ.

Paul calls these people “enemies of the cross of Christ.”
Understand this: he is talking about believers. He is talking about
people who are out of step with the will, the plan, the purpose, and
the Word of God. James 4:4 makes it very clear that if you are a
friend of the world, then you are an enemy of God. John 15:18
makes it very clear that if you are a friend of God, then you are an
enemy of the world. Who is your friend and who is your enemy
today?

As a recruit you have to learn to keep in step with the advance
of the army of God. The Bible has a lot to say about how to walk:

Walk in faith (2 Cor. 5:7).

Walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4).

Walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 25; Eph. 5:17-18).
Walk in good works (Eph. 2:10).

Walk worthy of the Lord (Eph. 4:1; Col. 1:10).
Walk in love (John 15:12; Eph. 5:1-2; 2 John 5-6).
Walk in the light (1 John 1:7).

Walk in grace (Col. 2:6-7).

PN PN



IV. COMMANDS
I Corinthians 14:8, 19
Ephesians 4:11-16

hen the man calling cadence says “Left face, forward march,” the
Wsoldier is expected to turn left and start moving. Especially

in wartime, it is imperative that every soldier be in the right
place at the right time doing the right thing. But for that to happen,
the soldier must hear and understand commands.

In the ancient world, a battle trumpet was used to move massed
forces to, around, and from the battlefield. The salpigx, sometimes
translated “bugle,” sounded high, clear notes that could be heard
above the tumult of conflict, when voice commands would have
been impossible to hear. From anywhere in the field, the soldier
could hear the trumpet and identify its command.

The Christian soldier must have clear communication to direct
him through the tumult of life. Like any combat communication, it
must be simple and direct; above all, it must be understood.
Somehow, the Word of God has to cut through all the garbage and
all the tangles and all the confusion of modern life to clarify issues
for the believer. If the issues of life are not clarified, the believer will
fall as a casualty in the battle. To successfully meet and defeat the
enemy, the Christian soldier must understand where he is in history,
his purpose in God’s plan, and the assets and equipment that belong
to him.

THE TRUMPET

For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who shall
prepare himself for battle? 1 Cor. 14:8

Paul starts out here with the explanatory phrase “for if” because he
was having a real problem with the Corinthian church. When the
Corinthians heard about the gift of tongues, they apparently went
crazy. They all got together in their assembly and they ranted, they
raved, they howled, they moaned, and everyone walked out on an
emotional high, having learned nothing. They were not prepared
for life, but they had gotten an emotional kick in the seat of the
pants.
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In 1 Corinthians 12-14, Paul devotes a full three chapters to a
rebuke on the use of tongues. In 1 Corinthians 14:8, he sets up his
military analogy using the Greek salpigx.

From Numbers 10 we know what the sound of the trumpet
meant to the Jews. The trumpet was used to call the assembly
together; to sound the alarm and thus give the people time to
prepare for an attack; and to sound the attack itself, telling them
when and how to attack and when not to attack. In Revelation 1:10
and 4:1, the trumpet is a symbol for the voice of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Paul is not talking to the Corinthians about hearing a trumpet
on a battlefield. He is talking about hearing and understanding the
voice of Jesus Christ, the Word of God. God intends His children to
understand every word and passage of Scripture. There is no
passage that does not have an explanation; all of it is designed to be
understood. The Word of God is the Voice of Christ, and when
Christ speaks to you, He wants you to understand what He is
saying. Therefore, when the bugle sounds the alarm, it has to make
a distinct sound so you know exactly what it means and what to do.

Paul is using the analogy of the bugle for Bible teaching. An
indistinct sound helps no one and confuses everyone. Paul has a
church full of believers confused as to what God wanted them to do.
So he writes and says that he wants them to understand, from a
military point of view, that when they face the enemy, they had
better know what to do and how to do it. Tongues were only going
to confuse the troops—they needed clear teaching.

The question, “Who shall prepare himself for battle?” recognizes
that the battle is coming. The word translated “prepare” is
paraskeuazo. Skeuazo means “to prepare, to equip.” It means that
when you are called on for a certain course of action, you must have
the resources to carry out that action. Para is a preposition, which
means “beside.” Used together these words mean “to have your
equipment beside you.” You hear the alarm and you grab your
equipment because you have it beside you. It becomes an
illustration for the Christian who has the resources of the Word close
to him when he needs them —not in the mind of the pastor, not in
the Bible on the shelf, but in the spiritual survival kit of his own soul.
He has, in the rucksack of his soul, answers for his life.
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Paul says the bugle sounds so that the believer can understand
it and be prepared. The inability to clarify issues of the Word of God
will only lead to confusion and failure in the Christian life.

INSTRUCTION

However, in the church I desire to speak five words with my
mind, that I may instruct others also, rather than ten
thousand words in a tongue. 1 Cor. 14:19

Paul’s desire was to communicate things that would edify other
believers. The word “instruct” here is translated “teaching accurately”
in Acts 18:25. Clear and accurate teaching leads to knowledge;
garbled instruction edifies no one. According to the Apostle Paul,
God places great value on clear communication.

The Bible is called the mind of Christ, the voice of the Holy
Spirit, and the Word of God. Paul had a desire to do one thing in
life: To make the Word clear so that people would be challenged, so
that they would fall in love with the Lord Jesus Christ, so that their
lives would be transformed and they could become heroes in the
strife.

From the Word, we can derive five basic principles of clear
teaching for those who “call cadence” in the church—the pastor-
teachers:

1. The Command: Teach the Word (2 Tim. 4:2). The Word is
all that is to be taught. The command is not, “Teach social
issues.” It is not, “Teach personal opinions.” This is the
command to the pastor-teacher to clearly communicate the
issues of the Word of God, which are the issues of life.

2. The Preparation: Study (2 Tim. 2:15). In this passage, Paul
tells Timothy that God is holding him accountable to
rightly divide the Word of truth. The word translated
“rightly dividing” means to take a sword and cut a very
distinct, straight line. It is the ability to take the Word of
God and handle it accurately. This requires study.
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3. The Mechanics: Line-upon-Line, Precept-upon-Precept
(Isa. 28:10). Every Christian, but especially every pastor,
has to learn the building blocks of the Bible, to build truth-
upon-truth. If a new believer came to you to be instructed,
would you know what to teach him? Would you
understand how to get him moving from where he is to
where God intends him to be? Would you know how to
lay the building blocks of life, how to start with the grace
of God and help the new believer get his feet on the
ground by understanding, first of all, what he has in
Christ?

4. The Objective: Service (Eph. 4:1-16). The pastor’s purpose
is not just to teach his people to defend themselves as they
meet the trials and the adversities of life. He needs to get
them to the point of achievement, to make them
functional —equipped for the work of their ministry—
front-line combatants in the work of the Church.

5. The Incentive: Reward (1 Pet. 5:4). Peter tells the pastors
to whom he is writing that if they are faithful in one
thing —teaching the Word—if they hold to the Word
regardless of whether it is popular or not, if they stick with
it, then some day the Lord will give them a crown of glory.

INSTRUCTORS

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers.
Eph. 4:11

Because the phrase “and He gave” uses the intensive personal
pronoun autos, the emphasis here is on the giver, Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 4:7 says that grace was given to “each one.” If you are a
believer in Jesus Christ you need to understand that when you
believed, you directed your faith to Him but He directed His grace
to you. And everything in His plan begins with grace.

Grace is the policy of God. This is the first message that must
be clearly sounded and understood: Salvation is by faith alone; it is
a gift of God (Eph. 2:8-9). No one is ever saved by being baptized,
by joining a church, by agonizing, by giving money, or by doing
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good deeds. There is only one thing you must do to receive eternal
life: Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts. 16:31).

This grace was given “according to the measure of Christ’s gift”
(Eph. 4:7). This means there are no limitations on God’s grace to
you. When you received Christ, you received more than just eternal
life. According to Ephesians 1:3, at the moment you believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, you received “every spiritual blessing.” He made
you rich! What are your needs today? What kind of problems do
you face? Whatever you need, your account is greater, because
when God gave you Jesus Christ, He gave you everything. He put
His power, His guidance, His wealth, and His riches at your
disposal. The only “problem” that you and I have is that we are not
willing to write checks on what the Word says God has put in our
account.

The word translated “to give,” didomi, means “to give in grace.”
It is an aorist active indicative, which means that at the moment you
believed, God gave you grace. At that point, God poured out upon
you wealth and riches beyond your wildest imagination.

Some of the most precious gifts of God are named in Ephesians
4:11. Paul says that God gave to some men the gift of apostleship, to
some the gift of prophecy, to some the gift of evangelism, to some
the gift of pastor-teacher. The men to whom God gave these gifts
are themselves gifts to every believer.

The first gifts God gave were the apostles and prophets. These
men received direct revelation from God for the purpose of
recording God’s Word and putting it together in the Canon of
Scripture—the Bible. Anything that you ever get out of the Word of
God you get because God gave you apostles and prophets. He gave
men like Paul, Matthew, Peter, John, James, and others to the whole
Body of Christ as a gift.

Apostleship and prophecy were temporary gifts. Once the
Word of God was written down, they were no longer needed and so
they passed from the scene by the end of the First Century.

As God gave apostles and prophets to complete and record the
Word, He gave evangelists and pastor-teachers to communicate the
Word to succeeding generations. The evangelist is the
communicator of the Gospel. His purpose is to win people to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The evangelist was given to the
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Church with the ability to clarify the Gospel and present it with
power. Somewhere along the line every believer has benefited from
the gift of evangelism. Someone led you to Jesus Christ; that person
was led to the Lord by someone else, who was led by another, and
somewhere in each of those people’s background was the influence
of an evangelist whose gift was to clarify the issues of sin and
salvation.

The Greek construction here indicates that the phrase “pastors
and teachers” refers to one person; this is a hyphenated gift —pastor-
teachers—from poimen, an ancient Greek word for “shepherd,” and
the noun didaskalos, “teacher.” The Bible uses three main titles to
refer to the pastor of the local church:

1. Shepherd or “pastor” is from poimen. The work of the
shepherd is to feed the sheep. The pastor feeds the
believers through the teaching ministry of the Word of
God. Jesus Christ challenged Peter three times in John
21:15-17 to feed His sheep. This challenge is later reflected
in 1 Peter 5:14, where Peter indicates the importance of the
teaching ministry as a priority for the pastor.

2. Elder is from presbuteros, a word for the elderly, the aged.
The title “elder” relates to the pastor’s seniority or
authority in the local church. This designation is used in
passages like 1 Timothy 5:17-19 and 1 Peter 5:1.

3. Overseer, from the Greek word episkopos, is translated in
the King James Bible “bishop.” This is a compound of the
preposition epi, which means “over,” and skopeo, which
means “to observe, to view.” The word was used in
ancient Greek society for the defender of a village. A
village would find its most athletic man, its most skilled
warrior, and would make him the episkopos, the overseer.
He was a one-man police force whose job was to keep the
peace. When criminals attacked from within, he had to
rally the troops. He was the defender of the village, as the
pastor is to be the defender of the local church. The pastor
is a guardian, charged with the defense of the flock. This
word is used in such verses as 1 Peter 5:1 and 1 Timothy
3:1.
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What does it take to be a pastor-teacher? The one thing a
pastor-teacher must have is the spiritual gift. Equipment that is
important for his work includes:

1. Personal spiritual growth. The pastor-teacher needs to
have come to the point of basic maturity himself because
no one can lead where he has not gone. He cannot bless
when he has nothing to bless with. He cannot teach what
he does not know. He has to have a training period for his
own spiritual growth during which he learns the basics.

2. Academic preparation. His academic training should
include at least three areas of thought: history, biblical
languages, and systematic theology. He needs some
understanding of history because the Bible must be
interpreted in the context of the time in which it was
written. He needs some tools in the area of languages
because his job is to present the teachings of the Bible
clearly. People will come to him in confusion over a
passage and ask, “What in the world does this mean?” He
has to be able to dig the answers out of the text. There is
no passage in Scripture that he is not accountable to be
able to find the answer for. He needs some basic
preparation in the area of systematic theology because he
has to understand the full scope of what the Bible is
teaching.

3. Faithfulness. The pastor-teacher has to be sensitive to
God, not to man. He will need thick skin, because he
cannot afford to worry about whether people like him or
not. His concern must be to wait on God, to remain
faithful to the One who called him.

In Ezekiel 34, God outlines seven duties for which He holds
every pastor accountable: Feed the flock, strengthen the sick, heal
the diseased, bind up the broken, bring in the scattered, seek the lost,
and protect the sheep from the wolves.
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THE PLAN

... for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, in
the building up of the body of Christ. Eph. 4:12

Why does Paul stress the importance of God giving, as gifts, those
who would write and communicate the Word of God? He tells us in
verse 12. In three prepositional phrases Paul outlines the immediate
objective: “for the equipping of the saints,” “for the work of service,” “to
the building up of the body of Christ.”

This section has a controlling prepositional phrase that begins
with the preposition pros, which means “with a view toward.” God
gave the Church those who would communicate because He had a
plan, a program. He had a view toward the equipping of the saints.
The word “equipping,” from katartizo, was used in the medical realm
for setting a broken bone. It was used by merchants of the ancient
world to mean “to have an adequate supply of goods for sale.” It
was also used in the ancient military to speak of logistical supply for
the troops. This last meaning is the idea in this passage.

You are the troops. You have to go out every day and wage
spiritual warfare against seen and unseen enemies. Who is going to
give you the supplies and equipment you need? They come from
the Word. God had in mind that in the local church, the Word of
God would be taught so that when you go out into the world, you
would have answers to life, you would understand the world you
live in. This is what He calls “the equipping of the saints.” Without
consistent biblical instruction, you will not be equipped; without
your equipment, you will never reach maturity; and short of
maturity, you will never accomplish the plan of God for your life.

In the second prepositional phrase, the word translated “for” is
not pros but eis. Eis tells us that it is not the pastor who is doing “the
work of the service,” now it is the saint who must act. Why does the
pastor teach? To equip the people in his flock. The reason he equips
his people is so that each one, as an individual, can perform the
work of his or her own ministry. What is called here “the work of the
service” is actually the ministry of the believer. Every believer has to
be equipped to fulfill three areas of service:
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1. Priesthood. Every believer is a priest to God; every
believer has the right to represent himself before the
throne of grace (1 Pet. 2:5, 9) and, through confession and
cleansing (1 John 1:9), to live out his life in the presence of
God.

2. Ambassadorship. Every believer is an ambassador to the
unbelieving world. God has given us the ministry of

reconciliation so that we might serve as ambassadors of
Christ (2 Cor. 5:17-20). It is the responsibility of every
believer to represent Christ to the people he comes in
contact with every day.

3. Ministry. Every believer is a minister to the Body of
Christ. Every believer is given a spiritual gift the moment
he places his faith in Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12:4-7). This gift
outlines the plan of God for his life and answers the
question, “What does God want me to do?” It is through
the gifts of the Spirit that the Body of Christ—the
Church—is built up and strengthened.

The third prepositional phrase in this verse, “to the building up of
the body of Christ,” gives the goal of the pastor’s teaching and the
believers” service. No pastor can build up the Body of Christ alone.
All the pastors in the world cannot build up the Body of Christ by
themselves. Christians want to sit around waiting for the pastor to
evangelize, to edify, and to do whatever needs to be done. This
passage says that the pastor is to communicate to the congregation
so that the members of the congregation can go out and perform
their individual ministries. When many individuals do this, the
Body is built up for its work on earth.

THE OBJECTIVE

. until we all attain the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of
Christ.

Eph. 4:13
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What is the purpose of this teaching which equips believers to do
their ministries for the ultimate building up of the Body of Christ?
The word translated “attain” means “to possess or acquire by
arriving at an objective.” What is the grand objective that will be
attained when clear doctrinal teaching is met by positive volition on
the part of the people? Unity.

Three spheres of unity are named in Scripture:

1.

Positional unity (Eph. 4:3-6). Paul tells us to be diligent to
preserve “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” What is
this unity built on? It is built on the fact that there is one

Body, composed of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ;
there is one Spirit, the Holy Spirit of God; one hope, the
hope of eternal life; one Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ; one
faith, faith in the Word; and one baptism, the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. All Christians have positional unity. We
are all one in Christ and there is one God and Father “over
all and through all and in all.”

Practical unity (Acts 1:14). While all Christians have
positional unity, not all have practical unity. Practical
unity is possible when people who may have doctrinal
disagreements are able to come together for a common
purpose, such as prayer or evangelism. As long as your
goals and objectives are the same and as long as your
principles are not compromised, you can have practical
unity with many different organizations and
denominations.

Doctrinal unity (Eph. 4:13). When Paul talks about “the
unity of the faith,” he is using the accusative of cause which
says that it is the faith—the body of doctrines believed —
that causes this unity. In other words, Christians have
doctrinal soundness and functional effectiveness because
of their understanding of the Word of God. He says that
this unity is “the knowledge of the Son of God.” This is not
just academic knowledge. The word is epignosis, “applied
knowledge.”
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One of the reasons there are a multitude of conflicts between so
many Christians and Christian organizations is that the doctrinal
positions on which they stand have not been proven in the fire of
experience; their knowledge is gnosis, “information,” not epignosis,
“experience.” In the final analysis, only one thing works—that is
consistent, faithful feeding on the Bread of Life. When the Word of
God meets with faith, things begin to happen. When people try
things by faith, apply the knowledge that they have received, and it
works, guess what happens? They all have doctrinal unity; they
have agreement because they know that what they have really
works.

This practical knowledge of the Son of God leads to spiritual
maturity. Get a principle from this: We cannot get to maturity on
knowledge alone; we can only get to maturity by way of applied
knowledge. What we know has to be used; it has to become
practical; it has to get down to where we live. It has to work in the
family, in the workplace, in everyday life. And when we become a
mature believer, our measure is filled up to the fullness of Christ.
This reminds us that Jesus Christ has the desire to give us abundant
life. The fullness of life spoken of here is the abundance of the life
committed to letting Christ live through us.

DANGER

As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and

there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine,

by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
Eph. 4:14

God’s desire is that His children grow up. The word translated
“children,” nepios, is a word for “baby.” It speaks of a believer who
has been a believer for years but has never grown. This is a child
who should not be a child.

Paul says this person is tossed about by waves and winds of
doctrine. There is nothing more unstable than wind and water
working together. The believer who runs after this new idea and
runs after that new idea, is constantly shifting, constantly blown
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about because he does not understand that not everyone who talks
about the Lord has true motives.

The “trickery of men” Paul talks about is from an ancient term
that means “sleight of hand in a dice game.” Paul says there are
people who deal with the Word just as if they were in a game with
you, and they are going to make sure they win. So they use trickery
and craftiness. The word “craftiness” is from a compound word that
means “willingness to do anything.” On top of all this, they use
deceitful “scheming,” from methodeia, a word that means “method or
strategy.” They have a strategy for deception.

Paul is describing the loser, the person who, because he is
unclear about the Word of God, is susceptible to every false doctrine.
God does not want you to be unstable in life. His desire is that you
firmly plant your feet on the Rock of Truth. Only there will you find
stability. And while the whole world around you is in confusion,
you will know why you are here, where you are going, and what
you are doing. But you cannot do this without growing up, without
learning what life is about from the teaching of the Word.

THE ANALOGY

... but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all
aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom
the whole body, being filled and held together by that which
every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each
individual part, causes the growth of the body for the
building up of itself in love. Eph. 4:15-16

The priority of the local church: to speak the truth in love. This is
the communication of truth from the Word of God. “Speaking” is a
present participle that refers to a habitual action of teaching or
maintaining the truth, standing for the truth without equivocation.
You do not pound people on the head with the Word. You simply
take your stand and let other people take theirs. And you do it in
the sphere of love; you have that balance between grace and truth.
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Every believer is “to grow up ... into” Christ. Auxano refers to
the natural growth of something that is properly nourished. When
we are properly nourished from the Word, we will be conformed to
Jesus Christ in the sphere of all things. This means that every aspect
of our lives comes under the authority of Christ, who is called here
“the head.” Therefore, Jesus Christ becomes the ultimate authority in
our lives.

Finally, in verse 16, we see the function of the Body of Christ. In
this analogy, comparing the spiritual with the physical, Paul talks
about the head and the body. Christ is the authority in the Church.
In His Body we are all members with a function. We are all
important—all the way down to the little toe. As we learn about His
authority through the teaching of His Word, the whole Body pulls
together for a common function. But what does Paul mean when he
says “by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working
of each individual part”?

Look at your own body. Your hand is important and your
mouth is important—they both have a function. How does your
hand bring food to your mouth? You look and see what you want to
eat and your hand performs its task. But your hand can’t get to your
mouth by itself. In your body you have members that could help
move the hand—you have ligaments and muscles. But they all
function around a joint, and you cannot work a muscle without a
joint.

Paul draws a distinction in this passage between the joints and
the members of the body. This is because of the analogy that he
wants all of us to understand —the analogy of the communicators of
the Word of God. In Paul’s picture, the joints are the pastor-
teachers. Get a principle here: No member of the Body of Christ
will function properly without the teaching of the Word of God.

Remember what Paul said in verses 11-12 that the
communication gifts are designed for the equipping of the saints.
Now he turns to this analogy of the body and says that the whole
body is “fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies,” the
joint being the key to a strong body. If you are going to build
muscle, you have to work a joint. Therefore, he says that when
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the teacher (the joint) properly supplies clear communication of the
Word, there is a proper working of each individual part.

How are you going to prepare for battle? You are going to have
to listen to the sound of the bugle. The more you understand the
Word of God, the clearer your life will be. Problems in life are only
problems when you don’t have the answers. The Bible has answers
for every problem you will ever face: your loneliness, your
economic woes, your fears, your sins. God has answers for all your
questions about where to go and what to do. But answers only come
in His time, through the teaching of His Word.



V. THE GARRISON
Philippians 4:4-9

soldiers can train and prepare for (or rest from) the heat of battle.

Soldiers need a garrison. The Greek word for a garrison comes
from phroureo, which means “to mount a guard.”

As a Christian soldier, you also need a garrison. You live in a
hostile environment; you live in kosmos diabolicus —the devil’s world.
Where do you go to prepare to meet the enemy? Where do you pull
back to recover from the wounds of life? The only safe place to build
a garrison is in your own soul. In Philippians 4, Paul, the four-star
general, the apostle inspired by God Himself in the person of the
Holy Spirit, issues five orders for building that garrison.

[n wartime, an army must have safe, fortified compounds where

FIRST ORDER

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice!

Phil. 4:4
Paul’s first command is “Rejoice.” This is the present imperative of
the verb chairo. The present tense tells us this is something that we
should always do, something that should become habitual in our
lives. Paul is not asking us if we feel like rejoicing. He is not telling
us to blindly rejoice. He is telling us to open our eyes, look at the
world as it really is, and rejoice in spite of what we see.

This is completely opposed to the human concept of happiness.
Human happiness is based on circumstances. People are happy
when everything is going their way, but when everything is not
going their way they are no longer happy. However, Paul, with the
thunder of the power and authority of his apostleship, not only
commands us to rejoice, but says that rejoicing ought to become a
way of life.

The active voice means that we have to make a voluntary
decision. We have to choose to rejoice. Joy is not a matter of what
happens around us, it is a matter of our mental attitude, of how we
respond to what happens.
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The imperative (mood) indicates that this is a command coming
ultimately from the Lord. We know that God never orders us to do
the impossible. It is amazing that the Bible commands us to have
good mental health, to have a sound, stable, healthy mind. Nowhere
in the Bible are we commanded to have physical health, but in many
places we are told to have a sound mental attitude and an ability to
cope with life.

Remember that the man writing this is in a Roman prison
chained to a Roman soldier. He writes to a group of free people and
commands them to stop feeling sorry for themselves, to stop being
self-centered and start recognizing what they have in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

People like to be told why they are not happy. There are
reasons why, when we are under pressure, we suffer. One of the
reasons is because we live in a hostile environment—the enemy’s
world. However, while there may be reasons, there are no excuses
for unhappiness. We want to be able to say, “Well, I would be
happy and I would have joy but for this or that circumstance.” Paul
gives us no ground to do that. If you are an unhappy believer, there
is only one explanation: You are not occupied with the grace of
God.

Notice that Paul does not say, “Do this and this and this and
then you will rejoice.” He starts backwards from the way most
people want to learn. Most books on the subject will give you steps.
They will tell you to do step one, step two, step three and, hopefully,
by the time you do all these things, you will be happy. This is
starting backwards. Paul starts the correct way: He is saying,
“Right where you are, without changing a thing, without any shift in
circumstances, you make up your mind to celebrate the grace of
God, and you will be amazed at what will happen in your life.”

So, how can we fulfill this command, which is so important for
life? First, we need to understand what the Bible has to say about
joy and rejoicing:

1. Joy begins at salvation. When you place your faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, you have the joy of salvation that David
speaks of in Psalm 51:12. This is the same joy Paul speaks
of in Philippians 1:25 and 3:1. You are able to rejoice
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because you have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ
(see also Rom. 15:13).

Joy is produced by the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is never
the believer’s job to produce joy. In Galatians 5:22, Paul

tells us that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, and peace.
Only the Spirit of God can give you that joy (see also Rom.
14:17).

Joy is sustained by our maintaining fellowship with God.

Jesus said in John 15:11, “These things I have spoken to you
[referring to His command to abide in fellowship with
Him] that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be made
full” (see also 1 John 1:3—4).

Joy is based on seeing life from divine viewpoint. When

you look at life from God’s perspective you have joy in
conditions that people say you could not have joy in.
What kind of attitude did the Lord Jesus Christ have on
His way to the cross? Hebrews 12:2 says it was “joy.” In
the Upper Room, while His disciples huddled in fear of the
things He was telling them were going to take place, He
said, “If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced” (John 14:28).
Joy is contagious. Joyful people attract other people (Phil.
2:17-18).

Joy is found in the Word. The Word of God is a sword of
joy. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:6 that love does not

rejoice in unrighteousness but in the truth. It is
unrighteous for us to push Jesus Christ out of our lives, to
ignore His guidance. It is unrighteous for us to come to
Him for eternal life and then turn our backs on Him and
say, “Now leave me alone to live my life.” This love that
binds us to the person of Jesus Christ rejoices in the truth.
God’s Word is truth (John 17:17). David says in Psalm 19:8
that the precepts of the Lord rejoice the heart. There is no
joy like the joy that comes from studying, knowing, and
applying the Word of God.
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7. Joy is eternal. God has reserved for us in Heaven an
ultimate joy beyond anything we can experience or
imagine in time (Jude 24).

Paul does not say just “rejoice,” but “rejoice in the Lord.” We
have joy because of what we have in Christ. Our happiness, our joy
in life, is going to be exactly as great as the value we place on the
Lord Jesus Christ.

If you committed yourself to Him for salvation and have tried
to block Him out of your life, there is no way you are going to be
happy. If you leave Him out of the decisions of your life, if you
don’t allow Him to be the director of your life, the friend of your
life—the guide of your life—you are not going to be happy. If you
think that you can spurn Him, reject Him, shut Him out of your life
and still have joy, you are fooling yourself and robbing yourself of
the inner happiness that God intends you to have!

If I had the power to put ten million dollars in your bank
account today, some of you would be deliriously happy. Think how
miserable you get when you encounter some difficulty, say a flat
tire. But if I had just deposited that money in your account and you
walked outside and found four flat tires on your car, how frustrated
do you think you would be? You wouldn’t be frustrated at all. If
you had ten million dollars you would just laugh. Nothing would
seem like a problem to you.

That kind of confidence is exactly what carries people through
life when they understand what they have in Jesus Christ. The Lord
was not kidding when He said that where your treasure is, your
heart will be (Matt. 6:21). When you begin to understand what you
have as a believer in Jesus Christ, you begin to laugh at the
hardships of life!

The last word in Paul’s command here is “always.” You are to
rejoice in the Lord always, regardless of circumstances. Why?
Because you understand what Paul said in Romans 8:28-32, that
God causes all things to work together for good (“for those who love
God”).

Stop and think about what it means to be a child of God. Your
Father owns the universe! His wealth and power are beyond your
wildest imagination! Your Father loves you, and He has promised
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to always be with you, to guide you, and to supply all your needs.
What could you possibly have to be unhappy about?

This is so important that Paul repeats himself: “Again I will say,
rejoice.” Remember, he is not asking these believers to rejoice—He is
commanding them. From Paul’s command to rejoice, we can draw
three principles:

1. Faith should be a thermostat and not a thermometer. A
thermometer only reflects the state of the environment
outside itself. A thermostat controls the environment. If
you have the thermostat of faith in your soul, when you

walk into a miserable environment, you are going to
change that environment instead of Iletting that
environment change you.

2. The Christian life has to be lived from the center to the
circumference. God’s design is spirit, soul, and body.
Most believers live with their priorities upside down.
They think first of serving the body, then the soul, and last
of all, the spirit. Ninety-nine percent of the things that we
complain about are things that affect the body. Everything
that affects the body affects the soul —which is the mind —
which affects the spirit. So we are miserable most of the

time. Instead, we should live life from the center —from
the garrison of the soul. When you live in the garrison,
you can shout over the walls, you can hoot at the enemy
and know that he cannot hurt you because your spirit is in
control and he cannot touch your spirit.

3. The secret of life is to subjugate all things to the knowledge
of Christ. To rejoice in all things is to recognize that
everything in life is subject to Jesus Christ. In 2
Corinthians 10:5, Paul says to take “every thought captive to
the obedience of Christ.” Take every distraction of life, every
detail, everything that occupies your mind and put it
under the light of Jesus Christ. Your life takes on a
different appearance when you look at it in the light of
possessing a relationship with Jesus Christ.
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SECOND ORDER

Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is
near. Phil. 4:5

Paul’s second command is to let something be known. There is
something the Apostle Paul wants you to manifest in life—
something called your “forbearing spirit.” “Forbearing” in Greek is
epieikeo, a word with many shades of meaning.

Part of the meaning of this word is “to overcome through
submission.” The idea here is that you live your life not under the
circumstances but above the circumstances, and you do that through
submission. Do you want to master your circumstances? Do you
want to come out on top of the pressures? Show forbearance.

This word implies a willingness to submit, instead of
demanding, your rights. Paul says that in your relationships with
other people, if you want to reveal the inner joy you have because of
a relationship with Christ, you must stop demanding everything.
Epieikeo also has the idea of justice tempered with mercy. It means to
tolerate those who oppose you, to be lenient with those who offend
you, to show courtesy to those who are undeserving. All this is
simply a carryover of celebrating the grace of God.

When Paul says to let your forbearing spirit be known, the
passive voice of the imperative mood indicates that you should
allow other people to see the manifestation of your understanding
and appreciation for God’s grace. Christians often ask why it is so
hard to witness. It is probably one of two reasons. First, they are not
impressed with Christ. Second, other people cannot see in them
anything that relates to Christ. The greatest witnessing situation in
the world is what Peter describes in 1 Peter 3:15. When people come
to you and ask what it is that makes you different, you just give
them the answer: “It is Christ in my life.” It is not hard to witness in
that kind of situation.

If you really appreciate the grace of God, if you really
appreciate what you have in Christ, other people are going to see it.
By allowing other people to see how impressed you are with Jesus
Christ, you create the opportunity to fulfill your own
ambassadorship, to lead other people to a saving knowledge of
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Jesus Christ so that they will become impressed with the One you
are impressed with.

When Paul says in this verse that the Lord is “near,” he is
talking not of time, but of proximity. If you are a believer, Jesus
Christ is in you. Why should you live the way He wants you to
live? Because He indwells you. Do you ever ask yourself the
question, “What would I do if Jesus were here?” Well, He is! Paul’s
command is to manifest to the world the grace we have from God
because Jesus Christ is right here.

THIRD ORDER

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. Phil. 4:6

This is another imperative. Merimnao, translated “anxious,” means
“to be of a divided mind.” The reason the mind is divided is
because of worry. Paul is saying, “Stop worrying.” Again, the
present imperative tells us to keep on conquering our worry.

Any time the active voice is used with an imperative, it means
that you must choose to do what is commanded. People say, “I just
can’t stop worrying.” That is not true. There is a solution to anxiety.
Paul does not say, “Don’t be anxious about little things, just worry
about the big ones.” He says, “Don’t worry about anything. Don’t
allow your mind to be divided and, therefore, distracted from the
marvelous grace that you have in Christ.”

God never commands you to do anything you cannot do.
Victory over worry is attainable. Worry is the inevitable result of
human interference with the divine plan. God has a plan for your
life and He will work out that plan. Worry and faith are
incompatible.

Paul uses the strongest contrast possible in the Greek language
to show something that is totally separate from worry and that is,
prayer. He uses three different words here. The first word,
proseuchomai, is translated “prayer.” It means “to approach for the
purpose of making your requests,” emphasizing the fact that
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you are face-to-face with the Lord. You come before Him or, as
some say, you “take it to the Lord.”

After you have approached Him, you make supplication. Deesis
means that you “make a request or express your need.” Jesus said
that our Father knows what we need before we even ask (Matt. 6:8).
So why does He want us to pray? Because prayer is part of our
communication with Him. God realizes, even though we often
don’t, that fellowship demands honest, objective communication.
Relationships cannot be built without communication.

We are to pray “with thanksgiving.” This is, again, eucharisteo,
from charis, the word for “grace.” Eu is a preposition that means
“good or well.” Teo is the end of the verb “to give.” When you give
thanks you are expressing appreciation for God’s grace.
Thanksgiving says that you know grace is a gift that you do not
deserve and cannot earn. It says you understand that you have
grace only because God is gracious. The whole system of prayer is
built on the principle of grace. When you go before the Lord, you let
Him know your requests, then you thank Him in advance for taking
care of them.

There is a wild idea going around among Christians that if you
pray, and just believe enough, you will get whatever you want. The
Bible does not teach this anywhere. What God gives you is based on
His will. The secret to prayer is revealed in 1 John 5:14-15. Do you
want to have powerful prayer? It is simple: Pray according to God’s
will. You say, “But I don’t know His will.” There is a solution for
that—find out! His will is that you be thankful with His decisions.
We are told in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to “pray without ceasing,” and in
the very next verse we are told “in everything give thanks.” The Word
says first seek God’s will, find out what He wants, then pray
regarding it, and you can have the confidence that you are going to
receive it.

CONSEQUENCE OF OBEDIENCE
And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension,

shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Phil. 4:7
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This is the heart of the passage. It tells us what God is going to do
for us as a result of our obedience. The word translated “peace,”
eirene, means “spiritual prosperity.” Peace, in the biblical sense,
does not mean the absence of turmoil or adverse circumstances. It
refers to the calm you have in your soul, regardless of the
circumstances. This is why it is called “the peace of God.” It belongs
to Him. How worried do you think God is today? Do you think
that the omnipotent God is wringing His hands over the world
situation or over your circumstances?

The peace of God is a spiritual prosperity that reminds you how
rich you are to belong to Him. It reminds you that no matter what
you go through in life, no matter how poor you may be regarding
the world’s riches, you have the greatest possession possible —you
have the Lord Jesus Christ!

This peace surpasses all comprehension. The word for
“surpass” means “to carry beyond.” God’s peace will carry you
beyond the power of the mind. Paul is saying that the peace of God
is contrary to human reason and goes beyond the ability of the mind
to comprehend. Yet it is something that will guard your heart and
your mind, which need protection in the world we live in.

“Guard,” phroureo, means “to look out for, to mount guard, to
stand as a sentry.” Paul is saying that the peace of God becomes the
garrison of your soul. The garrison is a fortified place, a safe
position. In enemy territory, you have one place you can go where it
is possible to find peace.

You need a refuge from the turmoil of life. You will search in
vain for a place of peace in this world. Peace can only be found in
the soul that is resting upon the power of God.

FOURTH ORDER

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if
anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these
things. Phil. 4:8
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In this verse Paul gives three couplets, each presenting a principle
and its application.  “Whatever is true” is honorable activity.
“Whatever is right” or “righteous” is pure, innocent, blameless and
untainted. “Whatever is lovely,” means to attract love, is that which is
friendly and of good reputation. “Excellence” means virtue, and
virtue is the ability to get things done right.

Paul says to “let your mind dwell on these things.” The verb here
is logizomai which means “to reckon with.” This is Paul’s fourth
command: “Reckon with these things.” Have you ever reckoned
with righteousness in your life? With truth? Do you day-by-day
reckon with, focus on, and concentrate on principles of virtue in
your life?

This verse is talking about divine-viewpoint thinking. Paul is
saying, “Stop thinking the way man thinks; start thinking the way
God thinks. Think on righteousness, on truth, on the Word of God.
Concentrate. Occupy your mind with these things.” This is another
present imperative, so it tells us to keep on occupying our minds
with these things, to keep on thinking the way God thinks.

FIFTH ORDER

The things you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace shall
be with you. Phil. 4:9

The things that the Philippians “learned and received” had to do with
the academic side of their training. The things they had “heard and
seen” in Paul and others had to do with the experiential. Paul tells
them to practice all of it. The verb prasso is another imperative.
Paul’s fifth command is to constantly practice these things,
constantly let the things that you have learned be applied to your
life.

There are five imperatives in this passage: rejoice, let your
forbearing spirit be known, pray, think, and practice. If you want
your soul to be guarded against whatever happens, if you want
perfect peace in the middle of anything that the enemy could ever
throw at you, you have to choose. There is absolutely nothing that
can shake the peace of a soul that is focused on the grace of God!



VI. FORMATION OF A TEAM
I Thessalonians 5:11-22

o army will become an effective fighting force until the

“ \‘J‘ soldiers in that army become a team. Every commander faces

the task of forging a group of individuals with different

backgrounds, different temperaments, and different skills into a
single fighting unit with a common objective.

In 1 Thessalonians, Paul describes a model fighting unit of the
royal army and gives some instruction for creating an effective local
church. The model he points to is the Thessalonian church.

Paul’s first contact with the Thessalonians was brief. Acts 17
tells us that the opposition to Paul’s ministry in Thessalonica was so
intense, the hatred for him was so great, that he had to be smuggled
out of the city. Though he was only able to stay three months, Paul
left behind a strong, motivated local church. Because he could not
return to the city, he wrote what we would call an “underground
letter” to these young believers. In 1 Thessalonians, Paul challenges
them to continue in the truth that he had established, and he reviews
at least eleven major doctrines that he had been able to teach these
hungry people in the short time he was there.

ESPRIT DE CORPS

Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another,
just as you also are doing. 1 Thess. 5:11

Esprit de corps—team spirit—should be the hallmark of the army of
God. Paul had just reminded the Thessalonian believers that they
were involved in spiritual warfare (1 Thess. 5:8-9). “Therefore,” he
is saying to this congregation —and to every local church—"“because
you are soldiers of the cross, you have responsibilities to each other.”

“Encourage” is parakaleo. Para means “beside.” Kaleo means “to
call.” The word was used for calling a child to one’s side for the
purpose of giving comfort and encouragement. From this word
comes paraklete, the name given in John 16:7 to the Holy Spirit.
Parakaleo was also used to describe the cheering of spectators as they
watched athletes compete in the Olympic games.
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The present imperative tells us to keep on encouraging, to never
stop. You don’t encourage someone once and then stop; you just
keep on encouraging. There must be an attitude of grace and
toleration among members of the royal army because God promotes
and protects individual freedom and individuality.

”

There are two Greek words for “one another.” The word used
here is allelos, meaning “another of the same kind.” Paul is talking
about believers encouraging other believers. Your responsibility
toward unbelievers is not to encourage but to evangelize. When it
comes to dealing with other believers, you encourage.

The verb for “build up” or “edify” is oikodomeo. Oikos means
“house, structure;” domeo is from the word that means “to build.”
Therefore, Paul is indicating that as you encourage one another, you
are doing something else: You are building each other up.

Notice, he does not say, “Encourage one another as you tear
each other down.” It is discouraging when people criticize and
malign you. But it is encouraging when people build you up. The
reason you need to be built up is because there is a lack in your life
somewhere, because you are still growing. No Christian is perfect.

The local church is the one place above all others where respect
for freedom, individuality, and privacy should reign. In the local
church people ought to be able to be themselves and be accepted as
they are. Their individuality, expressed through their individual
spiritual gifts, is essential for the effective functioning of the church.

Consequently, there must be recognition in the local church that
people are people and we all have faults, flaws, and failures; that is
why we have needs. Why should we study the Word? Because we
all have needs and inadequacies in our lives, because we have
frailties and besetting sins. The only way we will overcome these is
by studying and working together, encouraging and building each
other up in the local assembly.

Because oikodomeo is related to the idea of building a structure
or a complex, we call the result of this process of the believer’s
growth the “edification complex of the soul.”

Every building must begin with a foundation. There is only one
that counts—Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11). If you have not placed your
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faith in Jesus Christ, —if you are not a believer —you don’t even have
a foundation to build on. You are living on sinking sand, and at the
tirst good rain, whatever you think you have will fall.

All believers have the same foundation (of the Lord Jesus
Christ), so the question for each of us is: How much of the house
have you built? Do you have the foundation, but nowhere to live?
Do people see this beautiful foundation you have laid for a
wonderful mansion and ask you: But where is the building?

If you stand on a foundation in the storm, it does not do you
much good. You get wet, you get blown around, and you get cold.
That is exactly what happens to many Christians in their souls. They
have the foundation —they have eternal life, but they are unhappy in
time. They do not understand why life blows them to and fro, why
they are so insecure, why they are so unstable, why they have no
sense of direction or guidance. The answer is simple: They have not
built a house, they have no place to live, they have no shelter, and
they are battling the storms of life.

How do we build on the foundation of Christ? What are the
floors of the house of the soul? There are five. They are comparable
to the five stages of the believer’s growth toward conformity to
Christ and to the five Hebrew words for faith.

Amen—Grace Orientation

The first thing you have to build in this house is grace
orientation. You have to understand what grace is all about. This is
amen—leaning faith. You have to lay hold of the thinking of Christ
toward you. He always looks at you in grace; His thoughts toward
you are nothing but love and care at all times. You have to
understand that what God does for you, He does in grace. He does
not do what He does because of who you are or because you work
hard or because you sincerely try to live a good life. God does what
He does for you because of His perfect Son (see John 3:16; Eph. 4:7—
16; Phil. 2:5-9; Col. 2:9-14; Heb. 10:5-10).

Too many Christians accept Jesus Christ’s victory for salvation,
but spend the rest of their lives defeated by their sins. How do you
resolve the fact that you sin after coming to Christ? You must come
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to terms with grace. Understand that you are a sinner by
nature and that no one in the entire Bible—with the exception of
Jesus—ever lived a perfect life.

Accept the fact that you will have a sin nature until you die and
that you will fall, over and over—just like Abraham, Sarah, Moses,
David, Samson, Elijah, and Jeremiah, and every other man or
woman God ever used. But understand, too, that God’s grace is
greater than all your sins. So, you confess your sins, He forgives
your sins as He has promised to do (1 John 1:9), and you move
forward.

Batach—Mastery Over the Details of Life

You have to come to the point at which you learn to put things
in their proper perspective; you must lay hold of the thinking of
Christ toward all things. This life is filled with little details. The
details are important, but they are not primary. They have to be
kept in a secondary place. Where you work is a detail of life. The
kind of car you drive is a detail of life. Whether you are a success or
a failure in men’s eyes is only a detail of life.

Everything, except Jesus Christ, is a detalil of life. You can live
without money, without social life, without a car, without friends;
you cannot live without the Word of God —the living Word Who is
revealed in the written Word. You have to master the details if you
want to grow, but you will not achieve this without effort. That is
why mastery over the details of life is analogous to batach—
wrestling faith (see Matt. 6:33; Luke 10:41-42, 12:13-34; 1 Cor. 6:12;
Phil. 4:6-7, 11-12; 1 Tim. 6:6-10).

Say you're successful, you get promoted, everything that you
always wanted has happened for you—and then you lose it all. Can
you remain stable in life? Can you shrug your shoulders and say,
God gives and God takes away? This was the magnificence of Job.
He had lost everything and his attitude was, “God gave and God
took away. So what? Those are just details” (Job 1:21).

Chasah—Relaxed Mental Attitude

The next step is to gain the mind of Christ regarding other
people. At this stage you begin to understand chasah—faith that
takes refuge in God. You will have to learn how to take rejection
and criticism without letting it disturb your peace. You will have to
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learn how to accept the weaknesses of other people (see Matt. 7:1-3,
18:23-35; Luke 23:34; 1 Cor. 6, 7: Col. 3:12-13).

There is a lot of talk today about mental attitude. The greatest
attitude to have is one that is relaxed, at peace. Relaxation is the
opposite of work. In a relaxed mental attitude, you are able to move
through life with inner tranquility. You will never begin to know
peace until you master the details of life, and not until you are
relaxed about yourself and about other people can you move to the
higher ground of love.

Yachal —Categories of Love

At this point you enter into the love of Christ; you begin to find
that you have His love for God, His love for your mate, for your
family, for friends, for strangers, and even for enemies. All of these
are different categories of love. You do not love your mate as you
love God. You do not love your friends as you love your mate. You
have to learn how to properly place love in your life in different
directions and how to let that love determine your priorities.

Here yachal —healing faith—will have to become real in your life
because you will need healing from the wounds you suffer.
Eventually, you will become a source of healing for others (see Deut.
6:5; Matt. 22:39, 25:37; Eph. 5:22-33; Col. 3:18-21; 1 John 4:18).

Qawah—Inner Happiness

This is the penthouse of the soul —the place where you have
peace, security, tranquility, and joy—regardless of what is
happening. Here you begin to understand what it means to rejoice
in suffering, to endure with joy. You experience the strongest faith,
gawah—the waiting faith that enables you to exchange your strength
for God’s strength. Not until you have grown to this point can you
really be stable in life. Not until you are here, will you really
understand what Christian joy is all about. And certainly not until
this point does life become what it ought to be in Christ.

Few Christians come to the point where their faith is a
thermostat of their life and therefore in control of circumstances
around them. Things go badly, these people enjoy life. Things go
well, they enjoy life. They have mastered the details. They learn to
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love life, to love even the conflict and the struggle. Even Christ
“learned obedience from the things which He suffered,” (Heb 5:8) for
which reason “God highly exalted Him” (Phil. 2:9). We are following
on the same path. Therefore, we learn to face all things with great
joy (see Col. 3:15; 2 Tim. 1:7; Heb. 12:1-2; James 1:1-3, 5:11; 1 Pet.
1:6-9, 3:14, 4:14; 1 John 1:4).

This is edification. Paul tells the Thessalonians to build one
another up “just as you also are doing” (1 Thess. 5:11). This church
was doing it right. The Thessalonians realized that there was an
objective in the Christian life, and they were advancing toward it.
They were going from the point of salvation, spiritual infancy,
through adolescence to maturity and beyond to become heroes of
faith and friends of God. But they knew that none of them would
reach the objective in isolation. They needed each other because the
only way to achieve maturity was through teamwork within the
local assembly.

RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY

But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those
who diligently labor among you and have charge over you in
the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem them
very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with
one another. 1 Thess. 5:12-13

There must be respect for authority and leadership in the local
church. As an apostle, Paul had great authority, but he speaks here
to the Thessalonian saints as an equal. The word translated
“request,” eroteo, indicates the request of an equal. Paul is not
speaking here from superiority. In a local church, the pastor is in
authority, but he is still an equal. There are no superior people in
God’s plan. Every believer has the same privileges and the same
opportunities as every other believer.

In this translation, Paul asks the brothers to “appreciate” those
who labor. It is wonderful to be appreciated, but the word here does
not mean to appreciate at all. The word is oida, from the verb horao,
which means “to see, to identify.” The perfect tense means to
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identify in the past with the result that you keep on identifying in
the future.

Why would Paul say “identify” instead of “appreciate”? It has
to do with a very important principle of the teaching of the Word of
God, one that you need to understand: If you are a believer in Jesus
Christ, God has a teacher for you. You are a sheep in the flock of
God. In God’s flock there are many under shepherds—we call them
pastors. You need to identify your pastor and put yourself under his
care.

Paul gives three functions of the pastor these believers must
identify. They all have the same article, which means that they are
describing one person. These three things identify those who
communicate the Word:

The first is “labor.” The Greek kopiazo means “to work to the
point of exhaustion.” The communicator of the Word has a
responsibility and an obligation to labor to the point of exhaustion—
to study, to analyze, to not speak until he understands and is able to
communicate clearly.

After he has studied, the communicator then stands before the
people in his congregation. Prohistemi means “to be set in front of.”
It does not mean to lead or have authority or anything else; it simply
means to stand in front of.

The third function comes from a compound: nous, which means
“mind,” and tithemi which means “to put.” It literally means “to put
in mind.” What does this man do after he studies and then stands
up in front of people? He puts what he has studied into their minds.
He instructs; he teaches.

So, Paul is saying this, “Identify those who labor to the point of
exhaustion, who stand before you, and who put the Truth in your
mind.”

After you identify these people, you are to do something else:
“esteem them very highly.” “Esteem” is hegeomai; it means “to add up
the facts and come to a sound conclusion.” As a member of a local
church, you look at these people who provide instruction, you
evaluate them, and you come to a conclusion. Then you esteem
them very highly in the sphere of love because of their work.
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You do not esteem these men because you like them or because
they please you. Too often people come into a church, observe the
pastor, and say, “I really don’t like that guy.” So what? Paul says to
add up the facts. Not liking someone is not a fact; it’s a feeling. The
pastor is to be esteemed because of his “work.” The word used here
is ergon and it means “productive labor.” What are the facts? Did
the man labor in the Word; did he stand up in front of you; did he
communicate the Word of God to you; did he give you spiritual
food? That is the criteria for evaluation.

The congregation has to recognize that the test of a man is not
his personality, but his communication. Does he feed you the Word
of God and can you eat what he serves? Your evaluation of him is
always to be based on the communication of the Word.

Paul is telling you, believer, that you should identify the man
who can communicate truth to you because you want to grow. Once
you have identified that man, don’t get disillusioned by him. Heis a
human being just like you are, only with double the pressure, double
the demands, double the stress. So you look at him and say, “I don’t
know how in the world God can use this cluck, but He taught a Bible
class through Balaam’s ass—I guess He can work through this guy”
(see Num. 22:21-41). You have to understand that this is the way
God has always worked because every one of us is a product of
grace. You will only be used by God in one way—through grace.
Therefore, respect your pastor because of his work. Your honor
toward him should increase as his communication to you becomes
productive, and you see it work in your life.

EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY

And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly,
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all
men. See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but
always seek after that which is good for one another and for
all men. I Thess. 5:14-15
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There must be wise and balanced exercise of authority. Paul is the
general speaking to the commanders in the field. The field
commanders are the pastors. Again Paul uses the word parakaleo,
translated “urge,” meaning “to call to one’s side for the purpose of
exhortation and encouragement.”

“Brethren” refers to the pastors. The word translated “admonish”
is the same word used in verse 12 to describe the work of those who
give instruction. It is from nous and tithemi. Tithemi means “to place,
to put.” Nous is “mind.” Your mind is the battlefield in the
Christian life. What you think, what you decide, what you choose —
these are the struggles of the Christian life. Because of this, the
primary responsibility of the communicator is to admonish, to teach,
to instruct, and to put the truth into people’s minds.

When Paul says to “admonish the unruly,” he is turning this into
a military analogy. “The unruly” is ataktos. It was a military word
for someone who was not in ranks. It was used for someone who
went AWOL, someone who was rebellious. It could mean someone
who was not doing his job. The unruly are identified again in 2
Thessalonians 3:6, 7 and 11 as those who are undisciplined,
nonproductive, busybodies. Paul is comparing the pastor to a drill
instructor whose task it is to identify the unruly and put them in
place.

“Encourage” here is not parakaleo but paramutheomai, a word that
means “to instill courage through verbal commands.” “Fainthearted”
is the compound oligopsuchos. Oligos is “small” and psuchos is
“soul.” You will always find people in life who are small in soul.
They are little in their thinking, in their minds. These people are
always timid and fearful. They need encouragement. Give them
courage. How? Through verbal command. Teach them. Challenge
them.

“Help the weak” literally means to hold up those who are
spiritually and morally frail. Some Christians are prone to constant
sinning. Man’s way of dealing with these people is to jump on them,
to browbeat them. But God says to hold them up. If they are too
weak to stand on their own, hold them up. What does the soldier do
if he is on a battlefield and someone, through his own stupidity,
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steps on a mine? He goes out there and carries him off. Thatis
part of military protocol. In the military, you never leave a
wounded comrade behind.

As a Christian, can you do any less? Can you see a fellow
Christian fall into some terrible area of sin and just look at him and
say, “Well it serves him right”? You hear about some believer who
is going through a divorce, a believer who got caught up in some
area of immorality, what do you do? Too often you don’t walk out
and offer first aid to that person. Instead, you go tell someone else,
and that person tells someone else, and pretty soon there is sniping
going on, and then fellow believers are throwing grenades in and
blowing this poor person to bits. He has already been wounded
enough. What he does not need is for someone from his own army
attacking him. He needs someone who will brave both enemy fire
and “friendly” fire and pull him to safety. Why don’t you do it?
You go out and pick him up and you become his strength.

Paul tells his readers to “be patient with all men” because when
you are dealing with people, you have to be patient.

It is the pastor’s responsibility as the commander in the field to
“see to it that no one repays another with evil for evil.” He has to stop
the fights in the congregation. Paying back evil for evil simply
increases and intensifies evil by repetition. Paul tells these men to
seek after agathos, a word that always refers to intrinsic good. This is
not situational good —this is what is always good. With the definite
article, this is “the good.” “The good” is divine good. The word for
“seek” means “to pursue with a passion.” These men are to always
seek divine good —with a passion.

CODE OF HONOR

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give
thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not
quench the Spirit; do not despise prophetic utterances. But
examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is
good; abstain from every form of evil. 1 Thess. 5:16-22
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This introduces us to “the protocol system.” Divine good is the
standard, the protocol, the code of honor for the royal army.

An army must have a code of honor —a protocol —for maintaining
discipline to achieve the goals of that army. A code of honor is not for
perfect people, but for frail people. A code of honor recognizes that
in order for us to achieve the objective, we must have a system and a
standard of conduct inside, as well as outside, our organization.

The ideas of esprit de corps, team spirit, and the indomitable
spirit cannot be sustained apart from a concept of personal honor
and a conviction of the nobility of the cause you serve. You have to
believe in the cause to be committed to it. If you want to have a
noble life, let me give you a suggestion—find a noble cause. If you
want to have an honorable life, commit yourself to an honorable
cause. It is the cause you serve that makes you what you are. The
great men and women of the Old Testament, and the heroes of
Hebrews 11, were people who sinned terribly; however, they were
honored and great in God’s sight because, by faith, they served a
noble cause. If you want an honorable life, commit yourself to the
cause of Jesus Christ.

Paul’s honor code (outlined in finer detail in Romans 12) is
composed of eight simple exhortations:

1. “Rejoice.” The verb chairo comes from the Greek word for
“grace.” To rejoice is to celebrate the grace of God. As a
warrior of the cause of Christ, you can drive the enemy
crazy by celebrating regardless of what happens. Whether
things go well or badly, you celebrate. This reflects your
inner joy, peace, and tranquility—it shows that you are
sure of the victory. You may be in defeat right now, but
you are assured of ultimate victory —rejoice! You may be
sad now, but you are sure of ultimate blessing and joy —
rejoice also! This is having an eternal perspective. All the
commands that follow shore up this principle of constant
celebration.

2. “Pray without ceasing.” This phrase in the Greek means
consistent, persistent prayer. Do you want to be persistent
in prayer? Be consistent in prayer. This does not mean
that you pray 24 hours a day; it means that a day never
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goes by without prayer. “Pray without ceasing” means,
“Don’t stop yo